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SUSTAINABLE CHEMISTRY ON THE MOVE
First INDIGO meeting in Hyderabad
A good six months after the launch of the IndianGerman PhD-network INDIGO, scientists of the
two initiating German Chemistry departments,
the University of Regensburg und the Technical
University of Munich, and of the Indian partner
institutes met for a PhD research conference
from 1st to 4th March 2009 in Aalankrita, a resort
near Hyderabad. During this conference, results
of the first co-operations were discussed and at
the same time contacts for future collaborations
within the network were established.

The PhD students took centre stage of the
conference. Therefore, each general lecture of
the supervisors was complemented by the
presentation of special projects by the PhD
students of the respective group.
Besides researchers of each of the partnerinstitutes and –universities, representatives of
the sponsors of the INDIGO-PhD-network
participated in the conference programme. Dr.
Wolf-Rüdiger Krahnert (BASF India) presented
the development of the BASF research centre in
Mumbay. Prof. Javed Iqbal, director of the
Institute of Life Sciences Hyderabad, illustrated
how the first private-public partnership project
in the area of chemistry in India works: His institute offers an interesting research environment

for researchers at the frontiers of academic and
applied research with a focus on drug design. Mr.
Apoorv Mahendru (DAAD Regional Office India)
arrived from New Delhi to describe the support
programmes of the DAAD in and for India.
In the training part of the conference, Prof. Henri
Brunner (University of Regensburg) and Prof.
Henning Hopf (University of Braunschweig)
lectured about enantioselective catalysis and the
application of sustainable methods and
renewable resources in industrial organic
synthesis. The following lively discussions
showed that the presentations hit the nerve of
time and that these topics are of particular
interest for PhD students dealing with organic
chemistry in India as well as in Germany.
Altogether, 36 participants joined the conference
in Aalankrita. So, besides professional exchanges
there was enough time to socialize.
We would especially like to thank BASF SE, Dr.
Reddy’s Laboratories and the DAAD for
supporting the event and the locale organiser, Dr.
Arvindh Shanmugam, who not only cared for a
perfect operation of the conference, but also
provided interesting insights in Indian art and
music during the evening programmes.

CALENDAR
Second INDIGO PhD research conference in
Germany
The network’s second PhD research conference
will take place in Germany in spring 2010. Further
information will be published timely on the
INDIGO web-page.
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PEOPLE
Prof. König and Prof. Reiser visit Dr. Reddy’s
Laboratories in Hyderabad
Right after the first INDIGO-meeting in March
2009, the PhD network’s coordinator Prof.
Burkhard König and Prof. Oliver Reiser from the
Institute of Organic Chemistry at the University
of Regensburg visited Dr. Rakeshwar Bandichhor
and his group at Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories in
Hyderabad – one of the sponsors of the PhD
network. Dr. Rakeshwar Bandichhor completed
one year as a PhD-student in Prof. Reiser‘s group
in Regensburg within the DAAD International
Quality Network, and then came again to
Regensburg as a Post-Doc. He now leads a group
at Dr. Reddy's which is involved in the synthesis
(especially scale-up) of active ingredients for
drugs.

First German students arrive in India
The first young scientists from Regensburg /
Germany have arrived at the IISc Bangalore /
India in March 2009. Mrs. Susanna Schmidbauer
and Mr. Andreas Hohenleutner started their
research projects in the group of Prof. Uday
Maitra, while Mr. Michael Pirtsch is on research
mission with Prof. N. Jayaraman and Mr.
Andreas Kreuzer works in the group of Prof.
Srinivasan Chandrasekaran.

Third Indian fellow comes to Germany
Two more students from India nominated
Mr. Sangram Gore from the Indian Institute of
Technology Madras, Chennai, will join the group
of Prof. Burkhard König at the University of
Regensburg in June this year. Mr. Sattaiah Naidu
Kola from the Indian Institute of Science in
Bangalore will start his research mission in the
group of Prof. Fritz E. Kühn at the Technical
University of Munich in July 2009.

The third Indian fellow selected for a research
stay - Mr. Praveen Kumar Gajula from Hyderabad
(Indian Institute of Chemical Technology (IICT)) arrived in Germany in April 2009. He is working
in the group of Prof. Achim Wagenknecht at the
Institute of Organic Chemistry at the University
of Regensburg on the synthesis of amide-linked
small RNA mimics using nucleoside amino-acids.

Internship at BASF SE / Ludwigshafen
Mr. Sai Sudhir Venkatesh and Mr. Rajendra S.
Mane completed their projects at the University
of Regensburg and moved on to do an internship
at BASF SE in Ludwigshafen where they are
working on current syntheses in lead
optimization of fungicides.

Detailed information and latest news about the project at:

www.sustainable-chemistry.de/INDIGO

